Madison County Health Department
Pandemic Planning Synopsis

Website:

madisonchd.org
Point of Contact:

Debra M. Tscheschlok, Public Health Emergency Response Coordinator

Madison County Health Department

101 East Edwardsville Road

Wood River, Illinois 62095

Email: dmtscheschlok@co.madison.il.us
Office: 618-296-6080
Key Responsibilities:
The goal of the division of Public Health Emergency Response is to prepare Madison County Health Department readiness and response activities in the event the county is impacted by a bioterrorism incident, natural occurring disaster, a new and emerging infectious disease, and/or any disease outbreaks. The health department will work with other agencies as a team to provide as much preventative health protection for its citizens as scientifically possible. This includes information, early detection, and/ or the appropriate use of interventions such as preventative medication and vaccines, contact tracing and quarantine, safe food and water.

Pandemic Plan Highlights/Major Projects:
· Establishing community partners and offering assistance as applicable with their plan development.
· Reaching out to business via SLAPP involvement. (Mike Hungerford is the representative for the health department on SLAPP)

· Working with the Center of Disease Control (CDC) and the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) to ensure up to date and current guidance is available to our partners as received.

· A pandemic planning group was started in 2006, now with the evolution of emergency planning; the group will reform as an All Hazard Planning group.
Current Status of Pandemic Plan:
The plan is evolving as new information is provided to local health departments via the CDC and IDPH.
Challenges:
· Planning for a disease impact on a population group when the disease has not yet defined itself thus risk of transmission, lethality, etc. for that particular organism is not completely known. 
· Instilling in the community the need for each member of the community to take self- responsibility for preparedness via self education and awareness of all kinds of potential hazards, not just pandemic influenza. Government assistance may not be immediate, and the public knowing what to do right now will help them deal with the event until others can respond.

Requests:
Madison County Health Department requests that its citizens start preparing for any kind of disaster.  Develop a family plan.  Encourage workplace planning as well. Citizens should stay informed and revise plans as new developments or advice is released from trusted sources. Please consider family members or neighbors with special needs requiring assistance in planning for whom their physical or mental challenges may make planning harder for them. Reliable websites to assist in citizen planning are www.pandemicflu.gov, www.ready.gov, and http://www.cdc.gov/.
