U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Region VII

Pandemic Planning Synopsis

POINT OF CONTACT:

Fred Schuster, Regional Director

816-426-2821    fred.schuster@hhs.gov
CAPT Jim Imholte, Regional Emergency Coordinator

816-426-3490   Jim.imholte@hhs.gov

WEBSITE:

www.hhs.gov;   www.pandemicflu.gov;   www.cdc.gov
KEY RESPONSIBILITIES (as they relate to pandemic planning):

HHS (which includes the CDC) has primary responsibility for: 

· international pandemic coordination through WHO, and Ministries of Health

· international and domestic pandemic surveillance activities

· deploying Federal medical resources

· developing, stockpiling and distributing vaccines and anti-virals

· disease control measures related to international travel

HHS provides guidance to state, local and tribal officials; health care facilities; and the private sector in the areas of:

· Non-pharmaceutical disease-control measures in U.S. communities 

· Infection-control practices for individuals 

· Infection-control practices in health care settings

· Medical surge capacity

· Local pandemic planning

PANDEMIC PLAN HIGHLIGHTS/MAJOR PROJECTS:
PRICE – the Kansas City Pandemic Regional Interagency Continuity of Operations Exercise – June 07, partnership with FEMA and other federal partners in metro KC area
Monthly Continuity of Operations workgroup meetings with federal partners in metro KC area.

CURRENT STATUS OF PANDEMIC PLAN
Human Capital portion complete and plan to telework (work from home), other parts of plan in development.
CHALLENGES:
Getting all federal agencies to realize that a pandemic response will be driven locally.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12][image: image13][image: image14][image: image15][image: image16]
