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KEY RESPONSIBILITIES (as they relate to pandemic planning):

· Preparedness Education 
· Public Information and Risk Communication
· Limiting the spread of disease through various means, such as social distancing, basic hygiene practices, and voluntary isolation or quarantine
PANDEMIC PLAN HIGHLIGHTS/MAJOR PROJECTS:
· Educating all city employees on pandemic preparedness so that they can act as leaders in the community when the time comes
· Educating citizens on how to prepare and what to expect in the event of a pandemic 
· Establishing relationships with community partners who can assist in response efforts
· Reaching out to businesses via SLAPP and encouraging continuity planning
· Conducting a Region-wide Tabletop Exercise in the Spring that will focus on hospital response and capabilities  
CURRENT STATUS OF PANDEMIC PLAN
It is a dynamic document—that is, the plan is complete but we are constantly reviewing and improving it as more information and guidelines become available.
CHALLENGES:
· Planning for an event that has so many uncertainties

· Getting the public to take concern without causing panic or “pandemic fatigue”
REQUESTS:
The City of St. Louis Department of Health requests that all individuals take own the responsibility to prepare themselves and their families for a pandemic, and to encourage their employers, schools, and government officials to do the same.
